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MILFORD CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
 

Minutes of Meeting of May 12, 2011 
 
 

Present: 
 
Audrey Fraizer – Chair 
Kim Rimalover - Vice Chair 
Andy Hughes, Andy Seale, Hub Seward, Becky Lorette -  Full Members  
Chris Costantino - Alternate Member 
Fred Elkind - Conservation Coordinator 

Excused:  
Diane Fitzpatrick,  Wayne Hardy, Rodney DellaFelice 
 
Also Present: 
 
Blake Corbit (Scout), Ray Shea (Sanford Survey), Joe Pestana (JP Chemical), Brian Hawkins 
(CLMC) 

The public meeting of the Milford Conservation Commission was called to order by Audrey 
Fraizer at 7:00PM 

Approval of Minutes:   Audrey called for the approval of the minutes. Andy S. moved that the 
minutes of the April 14, 2011 meeting be accepted as presented. Becky seconded the motion.  
The minutes were unanimously accepted as presented. 
 
Appointments:  
 
1) JP Chemical, Map 43 Lot 70 - Ray Shea from Sanford Survey presented a conceptual plan 
for re-development of the site.  Joe Pestana, owner, was also present.   
 
Mr. Shea outlined the locations of a new building and parking areas,  the removal of an existing 
building, and an existing garage that would be kept.  The primary purpose is to develop a meeting 
center for the company and provide needed parking. The site limitations and demands of drainage 
requirements will require disturbance of wetland buffer.  Fred advised that the project will go to 
ZBA due to the buffer disturbance and ZBA will require the Commission’s recommendations. 
Discussion highlighted that the present buffer values are limited due to prior uses.  The consensus 
of the Commissioners is that the development can be a site improvement and some buffer 
disturbance may be acceptable.  The Commission recommended that appropriate Low Impact 
Development options be incorporated into the design. 
 
Unfinished Business: 
 
1.  Expedited Wetlands Permit Application -   M25, L 18,  1 Elm St. -  Drain Repair - NHDES 
has returned the application to the owner for additional information.  The plan lacked topographic 
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information and activity details.  It may come back to the Commission for a new signature if the 
changes are significant. 
 
2.  Engineer Selection - Melendy Rd. Underpass - The Commission reviewed and discussed the 
spreadsheet that Fred had prepared.  Since each proposal considered most of the significant items 
that had been included in the RFP and since it had come to light that some additional work 
beyond the scope of the RFP was likely, Fred had attempted to equalize the proposals based upon 
work elements.  Fieldstone was the least costly with Meridian close behind.  
  
Andy H. indicated he was not convinced that the Melendy underpass project was the best use of 
Commission funds and efforts.  Other alternatives should be considered.  Funds could be used for 
purchase of additional conservation lands. Discussion by Becky and others highlighted the 
difficulty of the present Melendy crossing.  Fred explained that the engineers would not be 
assessing alternatives but the information they will develop will allow other alternatives to be 
evaluated.  Andy agreed that the engineering expenditure should be worthwhile with the 
understanding that the engineering project does not commit the Commission to construction of 
the underpass. 
 
Andy H. moved and Chris seconded and the Commission voted unanimously to authorize Fred to 
negotiate a contract with Fieldstone Land Consultants in an amount not to exceed $7000.  If 
negotiations are not fruitful,  Fred is authorized to negotiate with Meridian Land Services. 
 
 
New Business: 
 
1.    Nancy Amato - Boys and Girls Club - Removal of  Poison Ivy behind Boys and Girls Club.  
Nancy Amato has informed the Commission that she will contract with an individual to remove 
poison ivy manually from the trail area in back of the Boys and Girls Club.  The anticipated cost 
will be $300.  After discussion of the specific locations of the poison ivy and the techniques and 
alternatives that might be used,  Chris moved and Becky seconded the expenditure of $150 from 
the Land Fund to assist in the manual poison ivy removal. 
 
 
Interdepartmental Reviews 
 
None 
 
Discussions: 
 
1.  Hunting on Town Lands -  Andy H.  was interested in the rules and policies regarding 
hunting on Commission properties.  Andy S. discussed the laws.  Hunting is allowed unless 
specifically prohibited and posted.  However,  discharge of firearms must be greater than 500 feet 
from residences and roads.  This eliminates many areas such as Rotch.  The Commission 
discussed whether hunting information could be included within the Kiosks.  Brian indicated this 
was possible. 
 
2.  Hike Notification - Audrey discussed the problems that have occurred when hikers call the 
office number just prior to the hike on Saturday mornings.  The calls generally are not returned.  
The questions are usually weather related.  The Commission discussed alternatives such as 
changing the office message to include additional information.  Fred said he would look into the 
possibility of doing this remotely.  Another option is to put the information on the website but 
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Fred said which website and where and how was not yet been resolved.  Audrey suggested that 
the hike notices could include “rain or shine”.  This is the option that will be included for now. 
The next hike will be the Rail Trail.  It will be necessary to stage vehicles if the hike continues 
into Brookline.  Chris, Andy H., and Audrey will be available to guide the hike. 
 
3.  Annual Commission Picnic-  Diane offered to host the picnic one more time.  The 
Commission decided that August 6th would work best. 
  
 
4.   Easement Monitoring - Chris and Becky had attended a presentation by the folks who are 
responsible for the LCIP program.  The procedures for monitoring were discussed and 
communities present indicated that the monitoring was done “in-house” by the Conservation 
Commissions as in the case of Lee or by paid individuals as in the case of Barrington.  The 
Commission decided it would schedule monitoring site walks on Tuesdays and the 
Commissioners would perform the monitoring.  Becky and Chris will establish a program and set 
schedules. 
 
5.  Eagle Scout Projects:   Blake Corbit explained that he is a 13 year old scout who is interested 
in pursuing Eagle Scout status.  He is looking for a project.  The Commission discussed the list of 
projects that it maintains.  Blake indicated he is interested in doing an outdoor project such as 
building a bridge or  removing knotweed and that he is very familiar with Tucker Brook.  Several 
options were discussed including a new bridge near the MCAA parking area.  Another possibility 
is to develop an emergency notification signage system similar to one at Mine Falls Park in 
Nashua.  Blake is considering the options and will discuss them with his scoutmaster.  He will let 
Fred know of his decision. 
 
6.  Brox Overlay District: There is a meeting of  town officials, Boards, and Commissions on 
May 24, to discuss the Overlay District.  At this point, the intent is to define priorities.  The 
Commission indicated its priorities are protection of natural resources and open space and the 
protection and development of trail amenities. Chris offered to GPS the trails to create a useful 
trails map. 
 
7. NRWA Contact:  Diane had been the contact for the Nashua River Watershed Association.  
Chris indicated that there is a meeting scheduled of a group that dealt with large open tracts of 
land but there had not been a meeting for more than a year.  The group is planning to reconvene 
and Chris offered to represent the Commission.  The Commission agreed and Chris is the 
appointee to that group. 
 
8. SoRT Gravel Bank: Chris summarized the history of the “gravel bank” near Nancy Nielsen’s 
property.  There have been several options considered for traversing the bank and 
descending/ascending the slope to the river trail.  Chris would prefer to avoid the bank as it is an 
environmentally sensitive area.  She had observed turtles nesting on the bank. One possibility is 
to avoid the area by using Nancy’s (the greenhouse’s) parking area to access the slope at a 
different location.  Audrey agreed to speak with the greenhouse operator and Nancy about this 
alternative. 
 
Fred advised the Commission that he had spoken with Dave Asselin who indicated that the open 
space at Riverlea Ext. was the property of the homeowners.  The tax map indicates Asselin Bros. 
as the owner.  In either case, there are signs posted along the Commission’s easement limiting 
hunting.  Brian advised that trail layout ribbons had been removed.  The Commission directed 
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Fred to send letters to the Riverlea property owners advising of the Commission’s/CLMC’s 
activities and that a trail is being developed. 
 
9. Pine Valley Subdivision-  The Commission briefly discussed the status of the project.  
Questions were raised regarding an  Open Space Development alternative plan.  Fred indicated 
that he had not seen an Open Space plan and would check on it.  Other questions were raised 
about preservation of trails on the property.  There is an historic/unofficial  trail that runs along 
the river.  It had been used by residents to walk to a general store.  The Commission believed that 
the trail should continue to exist when the portion of the property near the river is developed. 
 
 
Reports: 
 
1. Fund Raising -  Chris informed the Commission that the New England Grassroots Foundation 
had not funded the Rail Trail project at this time since the current project activity did not fit with 
their goals.  Chris indicated she would be searching for other sources. 
 
 
Announcements: 
 
None 
 
 
Communications: 
 
None 
 
 
There being no other business to come before the Conservation Commission, Audrey adjourned 
the meeting at 9:45 pm. 
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